3. maintaining the highest peer review standards, professional editorship practice and quick turnaround times.
To facilitate these aims, Politics now welcomes submission of three types of article:
1. concise discussions of state-of-the-art research in progress. These articles might represent early formulations of hypotheses, preliminary arguments, initial presentations of research findings or critical discussions of the state of the art in a given field; 2. research-led reflections on contemporary events in politics or international relations. Such articles draw upon -and refer back to -state-of-the-art research in order to reflect on contemporary events; 3. theoretically informed reflections on the pedagogical challenges of learning and teaching in politics and international studies.
The ethos of Politics will be the dissemination of timely, research-led reflections on the state of the art, the state of the world and the state of disciplinary pedagogy.
Submissions
As our colleagues at the British Journal of Politics and International Relations noted at the start of their tenure in 2010:
'The bottom line facing any editorial team seeking to progress and develop a journal is to increase the volume and quality of submissions, as well as increasing the readership, circulation and awareness of the journal among the international scholarly community' (English et al., 2010, p. 155) .
We recognise this demand equally keenly. As such we will be implementing changes that we feel will benefit Politics authors over the next six years:
1. a mix of shorter (4,000-word) and longer (6,000-word) articles: to date Politics has sought articles of up to 4,000 words in length. The virtue of this shorter format is that it encourages timely reflection on research in progress or events in the world in a way that longer formats do not. Short articles are quicker in gestation and thus reach publication much sooner. Politics is proud to be able to achieve acceptance normally within six to nine months of submission and publication normally within 12 months. In so far as articles are timely and concise they are also potentially more widely read and thus more citable. However, we recognise that longer pieces are sometimes perceived as more substantial research statements. With this in mind we will also move to include some pieces of up to 6,000 words in length. This is not a simple revision of the word length for all articles. Rather we will aim to mix shorter and longer pieces. The longer pieces are intended to provide a platform for more sustained reflection than the concise format offers; 2. improving Politics' ISI impact ranking: the achievement of an ISI ranking offers a significant opportunity to raise the profile of the journal. The challenge will be to raise the impact of the journal by ensuring that articles published in Politics are cited widely and often. In order to ensure that articles are read as soon as possible (and thus have a longer window of opportunity for citation) Politics will be implementing an Early View system whereby all articles accepted for publication will be available online (with a DOI number) prior to print publication. This will further improve the time from submission to publication for Politics authors. 3. moving to an online submission system: in order to maintain our timely turnaround of articles Politics is adopting the Scholar One submission management system.
Learning and teaching
In order to reflect the growing emphasis on pedagogy in the academy, we are actively soliciting and inviting articles on the pedagogical challenges of learning and teaching in politics and international studies. We will aim to publish at least one learning and teaching article in each issue. We hope to become a key forum for sustained reflection on the challenges of teaching politics and international studies in the contemporary university. Given that learning and teaching have been historically subsidiary to the primary goal of research in higher education, we hope that this signals that we want Politics to be at the cutting edge of revaluing pedagogy and investigating its challenges and opportunities. We also aim to underline this intent by supporting events on learning and teaching when feasible.
Impact, engagement and presence
It is now a responsibility for editorial teams to promote the research they publish, researchers who publish with them, and the discipline within an increasingly competitive environment. In doing so they achieve greater impact and engagement for the articles they publish. We are proposing a number of strategies to improve the impact and engagement of articles published in Politics, including:
1. special issues and/or sections: thematic clustering of articles can improve citation by gathering a number of what would otherwise be scattered pieces into the same volume. Moreover, if of timely relevance, special issues/sections can become touchstone references for a nascent debate. We are publishing a call for a special issue/section on 'The Politics of Cyberspace and Social Media' in this issue of Politics (immediately following this editorial). We welcome further unsolicited proposals for special issues and/or sections. Such proposals should include a rationale for publication, abstracts of articles to be included and an indication of an expected delivery date. 2. online presence: we will be establishing an online presence for Politics authors. We are aiming to launch a blog to disseminate publicly accessible summaries of published articles as well as to host reflections by authors on the way their research relates to issues of public interest. We will also establish a social media presence to disseminate content as it becomes available. The aim of this activity is to drive readers towards articles, thus widening audience and improving both impact and engagement for authors' work.
We are greatly looking forward to the various challenges ahead as we seek to grow Politics' reputation as the first-choice outlet for concise, research-led, timely stateof-the-art interventions in politics and international studies. In seeking to address these challenges, we are excited by the prospect of working with the authors, reviewers and readers who are the raison d'être of Politics. Ultimately, our editorial aspiration is for our tenure to be defined by publishing politics and international studies scholarship that embodies the quality, diversity and depth of the discipline. 
